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Announcements

Meeting Notice - The Texas DX Society meets on the second
Friday of each month, except when the date is changed by the
Board of Directors. This month the March meeting is
scheduled to be held on Friday, March 10, beginning at 7:30
p.m. There will be a Board meeting beforehand. The meeting
will take place at St John’s School, at the corner of
Claremont and Westheimer Roads. Claremont is the name of
Buffalo Speedway after it crosses north of Westheimer. There
is a parking lot entrance on Claremont just north of Wes-
theimer; park and enter the school building. The meeting will
take place in the senior lounge.

Program - This month the program will be devoted to the
ARRL DX SSB contest at XE2FU, and to the club’s plans for
Field Day.

Weekly DX and Contest net - Each Tuesday night at 9:00
local time the TDXS sponsors a net on 147.96/.36 MHz. Par-
ticipation by non-members as well as members is encouraged
for the exchange of information of interest to DXers and con-
testers. The TDXS Packet Cluster DX bulletin board is up
and running on 144.95 MHZ using the call KSDX. This is the
AKI1A system; use AX25 Level 2 protocol (see article in the
January 'Sheet for updated parameters). The cluster is lo-
cated in Hempstead and can be accessed wvia the ALD
digipeater north of Houston if not direct. Usually it is linked
into both Dallas and Austin for additional DX coverage.

Bullsheet Mailing List - TDXS wishes to provide the
Bulisheet to all amateurs in the area with an interest in DXing
and contesting. Donations to belp defray publication and
mailing costs are appreciated. Visitors to our club meeting
will receive the "Sheet for three months free of charge simply

by signing the attendance list. Articles or other newsworthy
items are hereby solicited by your editor. Send articles 1o
K2TNO or via FAX (713-790-1275) addressed to "Dr. Wil-
liam Schrader." I also have a modem at work and can hook it
up to receive files if you call me first at my oflice, 713-798-
6231. NOTE THAT MY PREFIX HAS CHANGED TO
798.

Bigtime Plans-Smalitime Planner

(from a usually reliable informant)

Scene: Two TDXS members conversing via the twisted
pair, 2000Z, Friday, March 3, four hours before the
start of the ARRL DX contest. -

First ham: Well, are you coming over to operate the DX
contest with me this weekend? 7

Second ham: 1 may, if things get slow on the air lrom
home.

FH: You know that my station is going begging this
weekend, right?

SH: Yeah, I know .Did you hear that K2TNO wants some
"5" to come over to his place and operate for five minutes, s0
that Tuna can then chase the poor guy out and use his call {or
the rest of the weekend? (FOUL!- ed.)

FH: He can use my call if he wants, ’cause I won’t be using
it.

SH: He could also use one of the guys’ calls who went Lo
XE2FU; they’d never know until they started getting the
cards!

FH: Right, but he needs a call that’s short and easily recog-
nizable..hke KN5SH. His is perfect: {irst, it’s short; second,
everyone has stayed in a hotel so most hams recognize 1he
phonetics; third, he’s 1500 miles away; fourth he’ll be at
W3NX; fifth, i’d blow his mind if he heard his own call in a
pileup and finally he hasn't paid his dues so he couldn’t com-
plain anyway!

SH: Maybe I'll just kill the weekend watching the tube--it
might be easier,



The President’s Corner

{de Ken, KESIV)

As [ write this month’s column, Jaart of the TDXS is once again south of the border. The troops have returned to XE2FU to
stack towers, put up aluminum and enjoy the friendship we share with the ops at CRANTAC. We're finally getting back on the
rails to get Enrique’s QTH ready to play for the long run. We had planned this building project over a year ago, and it’s great to
see it happen.

As you can probably tell, this column will deal mostly with contesting, since our beloved contest chairman Dennis, KZ5M, is
down in Mexico exhorting the troops to greater glory. So, I'm doing double duty this month. In the background there is a little
noise from WN4KKN operating here at NR5M single op all band in ARRL DX SSB (thank goodness for DVK-100 voice
keyers). Trey is slowing down in his old age; it took him 25 hours to break the old W5 record for SOAB, held by W5IW in New
Mexico since 1982.

The old guard of the TDXS did a superb job at NRSM during ARRL DX CW. They doubled the record set by NSAU in 1982,
and even beat W3LPL in mults. I don’t know how to describe the drive KSLZO, KSGA, KZ5M and KSGN have (actually, the
drive is about 100 watts, but who's counting?--ed.) Thanks also to K2TNO, KSWA and NSEA who provided some needed relicf
operation while the four horsemen got some sleep. The breakdowns are as follows:

Call 160 80 40 20 15 10 Totals  Score
NRSM 326 21158 79387 1530/110  1345/106 131998  5229/485  7.35M
W3LPL 4529  395/59  1150/89  1668/102  1720/105 1582/99  6540/483  9.0M
KIST 220  299/54  1003/82 16249 129293 127197 55114442 7.2M

The ARRL DX SSB test is now over also. [ know K2TNO, WBSBIR, WBSRUS, KC5CP, W5ASP, WN4KKN (at NR3M),
K5SRVK (GWOECO and others, ops) and the gang at XE2FU (KZ5M, KSLZO,NT5D, WB5N, AK5B and N5RP) were all on in
the contest from this part of the world. K5NA, KN5H (any others?) were heard in the piles too. Here are some preliminary
scores, pulled off the 3830 net after the contest, when copy was pretty hght into the Northeast:

Call Class 160 80 40 20 15 10 Totals Points
WMSG M/M 16/9 81/41 309176 1260/145 1459/142 1249139 4374/552 7.3M
W3LPL M/M 34722 249/66 322/84 1442/151 1738/131 1482136 5267/590 9.0M
XE2FU M2 10562/323

KaXs 10 Mtr 73K
K2PS/C6A  SOAB 21007127 3278233

KSNA M/M 35907532

WIRE SOAB 2.0M
SQSNW SOAB 4414/224

KYiH 3246/486

PAOV

K2TR M2 26/21 107/50 120/61 7907118 1078/109 995/125 3116/484 4.5M
NSAU M7z /9 x/29 /60 /127 X121 */133 3827/479 5.5M
V31C 180/42 440/55 240/56 1750/57 2330/57 4450/57 9870/324

N6BV/1 SOAB 24127386 2.7M
K3TUP SOAB 18/12 67/37 89/42 1042/111 1010/104 1138/x

KMIH SOAB %13 /50 2609 X/108 /876 /98 2624/416 3./3M
WOUG SOAB 22007392 2.6M
NRSM SOAR 2022/363 2.2M
K3Z0 SOAB 2.4M
KESF] 10 Mtr 575K

Finally, please attend the March TDXS meeting. There will be plenty of discussion about this past weekend, and also Ficld
Day. 73es DX.




Packet Racket

(de Dale, KG3U)
How to nose around on the bulletin boards

I have noticed that many of our members. who use the
club’s PacketCluster are unaware of the other packet bulletin
board services (PBBS), their procedures and their
capabilitics. Perhaps this article wall clear up some of the
mysteries which may be keeping you from using these ser-
vices. First of all, don’t co e these Bulletin Boards with
the "mailbox" capabilities of some tnc’s like the KAM and
PK88. They're as different as an HW8 and a TS940.

My knowledge fo PBBS operations is somewhat limited,
having been gleaned from on-the-air foulups and from read-
ing various articles about packet radio. Any errors below are
clearly the fault of the word processor or the Bullsheet editor,
not me. If you don’t have a copy of the ARRL publication en-
titled, “Your Gateway to Packet Radio”, get one. It is the best
book I've found; the parts dealing with PBBS operations and
command set listings are worth the cost of the book.

There are three PBBS stations oo 14509 MHz in the
Houston area: KASKTH (Clear Lake City), WBSBBW and
WA4EWYV (both Houston). You can access them direct or
through the digipeater/node "HUB". You can use HUB
much like you use ALD for the packet cluster; either use it as
a node or as a digipeater.

These PBBS’s receive traffic of many types, including
ARRL and AMSAT bulletins, DX bulletins, propagation
forecasts, NTS messages and general information of interest
to the amateur community. Many PBBS’s are linked into a
network and periodically poll each other to keep track of new
traffic. In this way, messages can be relayed automatically
from one PBBS to another to reach the ham addressee.

Logging onto a PBBS: 1t is very simple to log onto a PBBS,
especially if you're already familiar with the Packet Cluster
system. Type "Connect (PBBS CALLSIGN) via HUB (if
needed)",and then enter a return. When you get the connect
message back you will also get a welcoming message from
that PBBS. If it’s your first excursion into PBBS poking, it
will prompt you for your name and other information. Type
"Name (Your Nameg, reture”. You'll get back an acknow-
ledgement from the PBBS, and a line of letters which are ab-
breviations used by that particular PBBS. There are at least
two major PBBS programs in common use, one from
WATMBL and the other from WORLI; the two use different
Frocedurcs s0 pay attention to the instruction set you get
rom the PBBS.

Listing PBBS Messages:: Use the command "List” to look at
messages on the PBBS. However, since a busy bulletin board
might have hundreds of messages, ask first for just the last
twenty messzifcs on the board. To do this, type "LL 20,
return”’. You'll see the list of twenty messages scroll onto your
screen. It’s a good idea to have your printer on and set up to
capture the [ist so you can read it completely later.

Reading a PBBS Message: There may be a number of mes-
sages of interest to you, and there are several ways of defining
just which ones you want to see at that time. The first and
most obvious choice is to get any messages addressed specifi-
cally to your station. When you log onto the PBBS it will

search its file automatically; if there are any messages for you
the PBBS will prompt you to type "LM,return” to list your
messages. After seeing the list you can then type "RM, return”
to display all messages for you. Or, you can request a specilic
message by typing "R (msg nr), return”. Once you have rcad
your messages you should remove them from the board 1o
avoid taking unnecessary memory space. Type "KM return”
to "kill" all of your stored messages, or use the specific com-
mand "K (msg nr.), return" to kill a specific message only.

There are more sophisticated ways to define the messages
you wish to see. Each message contains a message number,
message status, message size, station of origin, addressee sta-
tion, an (@ column, and a subject. We discussed the addressec
method above. The message number can be requested by
typing "R (msg nr.), return”. If you are looking for tralfic
coming from a specific station, you ask for these by typing "L
(sending stn callsign), return”. Finally, you can ask for mes-
sages addressed to specific groups. For example, all of the
ARRL DX bulletins are addressed to "ARLDXB". So to list
these bulletins type "LARLDXB, return”. This request will
display a list of the bulletins; you can then choose the ones
you want to see by specific message number as above. There
are other similar acronyms being used for other bulletins.
Note them for future reference as you go along, so that in the
fature you can quickly interrogate the PBBS for just thosce
messages that apply to your own interests.

Sending a Message via the PBBS System: In order to send a
message via the PBBS system, you must supply three pieces ol
information in addition to the callsign of the addressee. Thesc
are (1) a subject, (2) the text and (3) callsign of the PBBS sta-
tion necar the addressee where he/she can retrieve the tralfic.
It’s not necessary to specify the exact path or routing; the
PBBS’s take care of that problem automatically using a
lookup directory. This is where things get a bit sticky: the two
different BBS systems (MBL or RLI) have subtle differences
in their command setups. Check the addressee’s type of com-
mand setup to be sure you are not issuing equivocal or
uninterpretable commands.

As an example, suppose you wanted to send a message o
KNSH in Maryland {my, my!-we're REALLY gclting
hypothetical now, aren’t we? --ed.). If youre using
WA4EWYV, log onto that PBBS and type "S KNSH @
WA3TAI return”. At the "subject” prompt from the PBBS,
enter a brief subject line. At the text prompt, enter the mes-
sage, ending the message by typing cither "/ex" or "CTRL-z,
return”. Good operating procedure on a PBBS requires that
you not tie up the circuit unnecessarily. That means you
should prepare your message in advance, and not try to rype it
into the PBBS in real time. You should have your message
stored in a message buffer or stored on a floppy disk for
transmission at the maximum speed. Your computer’s com-
munications program probably already contains a means of
creating a storage buffer for messages.

The transit time for a message from KN3H to here is about
one day. TDXS expatriots will all be accessible by this route
once their PBBS’s of choice are made known. DX and contest
clubs might even use this system for announcements regard-
ing travel plans, operating schedules, etc.

HF activity: I have listed above the Houston VHF {requen-
¢y and some PBBS stations you can access easily. But therc
are also HF PBBS stations, and these can be accessed from
all over the world. The HF activity is concentrated on 20
meters between 14.103 and 14.111 MHz. Particularly 14.107



contains PBBS’s which are user-accessible. On the other hand
14.1(9 is for the National Traffic System, not for pedestrian
packet hackers like us. 14.105 has Node/Gateway, Mailbox
{such as DUBOX, run by Bob Evans, N5DU), packet DXinE
and ragchewing. 14.103 is used about the same way, but wit
more emphasis on DXing and ragchewing.

{Remember, when you switch from VHF to HF you must
switch the parameters --especially the baud rate to 300 baud
instead of 1200!). Ten meter activity is concentrated above
28.1 MHz to accomodate novice licensees. Fifteen meter ac-
tivity is very spotty, but is mostly around 21.1 MHz. Forty
meters has activity between 7.090 and 7.100 (just what we
need: more video rangers in the dx window on forty ssb --ed.)
I have not found activity on 80, but have heard there is activity
on the WARC bands. Check them out yourseif and let us
know what’s out there!

Get on the list, OM!: We'd like to compile a list of packet
addressees who are members ﬁor former members) of the
TDXS. So, if you read this article or hear about it and you're
a TDXS alumnus please send me a message via packet and
I’ll get up a list for Tuna to publish in the *Sheet. See you on
the silver screen!

Thanks 'f'or your réply

I was pleased to see you guys actually read this rag. We
managed to catch a few addresses that needed to be updated,
and also eked a few unsolicited bux out of the multitudes.
There were also a few "lighter" moments, as in the reply
coupon which came with a dollar bill and a plea not to ever
receive the Bullsheet again! (another satistied customer--
wonder where he buys his new cars?--ed) It was interesting,
however, to see one name ABSENT from the list. ARRL
CLUB DESK: Where AARRRE YOOOUUU? Perhaps you
did not respond because you thought I would not carry
through on my promise to delete you from the mailing list.
Well, I can be a heck of a lot more insidious than that.
NEWINGTONS!! I will prepare a special Bullsheet for you
next month. It will consist of a front page, and all the other
pages will be blank! Also, next month I will begin an exposee
on the League Club Desk, complete with photos and an on-
the-QTH report by my assistant Oprah. 73, Tuna.

DX Roundup

(de Bob, AKSB)

Ramblings and Rumors

First, let me apologize for the skimpiness of last monlh’s
column, [t seems the bulk of it got misplaced somewherc in
the chain (whatcha do, Bob--send it to me via AT&T fiber
optics?--ed.) Oh, well, that gives me more for this month! 1
wanl to congratulate Wes, ACSK, for his election as president
of the Beaumont ARC for 1589. He should be great for the
club; he's a busy guy and it's good to hear he’s agreed Lo
spend the time. Aio, our best wishes go to Tommy, KD3SP,
for his efforts in forming the new "Permian Basin DX As-
sociation," located in the Odessa area. Their group should
certainly help put West Texas on the contest map. Finally,
congrats to our own Dr. Tuna, K2ZTNO, whose arlicﬁa on coux
fittings was published in the Northern Cal DX Foundation
Newsletter (I guess AASY would call this "fitting tribute”, but
I certainly would not--ed.)

Stations/Countries to look for in March
o Mozambique COMKT: to be on Mar 10-12

e Benin TY: DJ6SI and friends, Mar 22- Apr 3

e Guadelupe FG5DX: Mar 22-27

o Czechoslovakia OK8AGG: with reciprocal license in
hand, our own peripatetic NN30O went to Praguc for
ARRL DX SSB. Hope he took a lot of pictures (never
heard him in ARRL DX--ed.) (So what? I never heard
YOQOU either, Tuna!--NN5O

Keep Xour fingers crossed
e Angola D2- from "QRZ DX Rumors” a 6-month cper-

tion starting March 26 by ISDEX

Important Dates for gou to remember
o ARRL SSB : over by the time you read this; we had a

ball at XE2FU and won the contest to boot!

e CQ WPX SSB March 25-26 (alas, Easter weckend this
year--ed.)

e First Soviet-American contest, April 9 (sec box for
details)

o Visalia DX Convention April 21-23

e Dayton Hamvention April 28-30 (Who's goirg? So far
there are KSLZO, K2ZTNQ, WB3RUS, any more?--¢d.)

e CQ WPX CW May 24-25 The next club work/operate
trip to XE2FU!

¢ ARRL National Convention in Dailas June 2-4

e ARRL Field Day June 24-25: Mark your calendar
NOW for it.



Honey, we need to go someplace DIFFERENT for a vacation this year! Get away
from the kids for a while! See new cultures, new faces! Do something to help
world peace! Open up new avenues of diplomacy for AMERICA!! The heck with
the same old rat-race; I'm taking you somepiace exciting! See these airplane
tickets? That's right, | love you so much I’'ve got us first-class tickets to
ALBANIA!

{excerpted with permission from the DX Magazine, Box 50, Fullerton, CA 95439, Thanks to VP2ML)

The Top 100 DXCC Countries Needed by DXers

1988 Prefix DXCC 1988 Prefix DXCC
Rank* Country Rank* Country
151,42) ZA Albania 51(67,43) Dé Comoros
2(3.12) 3Y Bouvet 52(47,6) VKO Heard Istand
3(2,3 XZ Burma 53 41,34% TY Benin

4 4,7§ 70 PDR-Yemen 54274,23 5X Uganda

5(7,20 4W Yemen 55 (76,ND) U Burundi

6(51 Xv Vietnam 56 (52,ND) UG Armenia
7(6,19 YA Afghanistan 57(22,66) sU Niger

8(8,26 XwW Laos 58 (62,62) oM6 Bast Malaysia
9(10,53 1§ Spratly Istands 59 (ND,ND} 3B9 Rodriguez Islands
10 { 9,49) s2 Bangladesh 60 (68,ND T31 Central Kiribati
11 (11,55 AS Bhutan 61 (63 ND ZC4 Sovercign Bases
12 (17,ND) zZ52 Marion Islands 62 (58,ND 9x Rwanda

13 (16,53 VP8 S. Georgia [s. 63 (64,ND VP8 S. Orkney Islands
14§15,48} VP8 S. Sandwich Is. 64 46,ND§ 8Q Maldives
15(19,5) VU Laccadive Islands 65 (72,ND ST Sudan

16 521.38) FR Tromelin 66 %30,ND3 KHS Kingman Reef

17 ZO,NDg 9 Mozambique 67 (50,ND FT Amsyterdam

18 (25,ND ET Ethiopia ) 58§54.721)) 59 Sao Tome
19(12,30) Ab United Arab Emirates 69 (79,ND) 9G Ghana

20 (27,ND) 3B6 Algalega 70 ES9,ND; XX9 Macao

21(18,8) XU Kampuchea 71 (69,ND suU Beypt

22(2957) STO South Sudan 72 S?,Slg FH Mayotte

23 (31,18) HKO Malpelo Island 73 (32,58 ZL9 Auckland Island
MEZS,ND) 3y Peter Island 74 (78,52) VKO Macquarie Island
25 (37,50 VK9 Mellish Reef 75 (49.ND) KHS5 Palmyra Island
26 540,33 T Chad 76 E60,52) VK9 Cocos-Keeling
27(13,45 sV Mount Athos 77 (70,ND) VK9 Christmas Island
28 (24,4 AlS Abu Ail 78%71.ND) T2 Tuvalu

29 (42,ND D2 Angola 79(73,6T) I Cameroen

30 (34,ND 1A0 SMOM 8o gBl,ND) V8BS Brunei

31(26,15 FR Glorioso Islands 81 (90,ND) ZL8 Kermadec Islands
32(33,21 60 Somalia _ SZEW.NDg JT Mongolia
33(38,31 SR Malagasy Republic 83 (80,ND KC6 W. Carolines

34 {36,22) SA Libya 84§88,ND§ HS Thailand

35 (43,39 3C0 Pagalu Island 85 (91L,ND VP §. Shetland Is.
3% 35.28% TN Congo 36§39,ND; KH1 Baker, Howland ls.
37 (48,ND) EP Iran_ 87 (82,ND D Ogasawara

38 (56,11) CED San Felix 88£75.ND§ 9N Nepal

39 (61,36 PYO St. Peter & Paul 89 (86,ND XF4 Revilla Gigedo
40 (44,ND) X Jan Mayen 90§85,g0% BV Taiwan
41(23,14 FR Juan de Nova 91 (84, FW Wallis Is.

42 (51,3 VK9 Wil.lis_ Island 92293-ND JD Minami Torishima
43(ND,ND) XT Burkina Faso 93 (89,ND aC Equatorial Guinea
44 (53,62 PYO Trinidade 94 E83.45) 5V Togo

45 (45,41 Y1 Irag 95 (92,ND} KH7? Kure

46 (14,10 vU Andaman 96 (95,ND) KH4 Midway

47 (55,ND) v Tunisia 97 (66,61) J5 Guinea-Bissau
48 END,ND 70 Malawi 98 (87.36) PYO Fern.de Narhona
49 NDND; S0 Western Sahara 99 (100,ND) 5T Mauritania

50 EGS.ND) FT Kerguelen 100 (ND} P4 Aruba

*Rank - Numbers in parentheses show rank of that country in: (1987, 1980). ND: Not defined or not a DXCC country
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The New TDXS Month-at-a Glance Operating Events Calendar

March 1989
————————— tm—m e — Fomm——————— tmmmm Fommmm—————— Fmmmm— Fmm————————
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
________________________________________ o m————,— e —————— ———
1 2 3 4
ARL DX SSB
———————————————————————————————————————— e e —Em e ——————
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
ARL DX SSB|SprCwWw LOGS TDXS MEETS
rcvd WeOAT
__________ e e e = i e e e o e o — — ———— - —
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
SprSSB LOG|TX QSO Log St.Patrick
rcvd K7GM |(rcvd WFSE
________________________________________ B T T TSR UE Sy S g Sy VS
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
CQ WPX SSB
________________________________________ e - - -
26 27 28 29 30 31
Easter
CQ WPX SSB

This month we initiate a new feature of the 'Sheet. This calendar will appear regularly. I need input from you if this is to be
valuable. Please record on this calendar any sitg;nigﬁcant ham-related events, and send the calendar to me. I'll update the list for
or

the following year. Also, I hereby solicit input

future months! However,

I must warn you that [ doa't intend to enter every Drill

Press Operators’ QSO Party. But I'd especially like to get contest dates, and log-due dates, along with the address.

If you like this feature, perhaps it would be a better idea to issue them one month in advance. Tell me your thoughts and let's
get the data rolling in here, folks!




Thanks for your consideration; sorry if | disturbed your nap

(de Bill, K2TNO)

A few months ago I wrote an article for distribution at the Houston Ham Convention, which was called "Exciter Viruscs™
Several friends found it amusing and suggested I submit it for publication somewhere. [ mailed it off to the NCJ, and forgot all
about it. Then I learned that Dennis, K2UA, had sent it to QST and suggested that they might find it appropriate as the April
humor article. Dennis got a couple of re ly letters acknowled m% receipt, and then he,too, forgot all about the article. Then oo
day I got my NCJ and there was the amcl% in print. Two months later Dennis got a rejection slip from QST, returning "his article”
and saying that it had not been selected due to the stiff competition. Alas, they were apparently unaware that it had alrcady been
published by ARRL in the NCJ. What really surprised us about the turn of events was that I had called WICUT (QST cditur)
on the landline in late January and told him it had gone to NCJ. They did, however, encourage submission of other articles "when
you have the urge to write.” So here goes:

Dear Laird: I usually try to control these pesky urges. But especially when { awaken alter a few months’ hibernation [ (ind it
difficult to resist the temptation to punch out a few lines. Fortunately I'm seeing a really good analyst now and he wants me 10 as-
sure you there is no reason to fear that I will ever carry out any of those nasty suggestions I made in my article. Perhaps vou Jid
not hold the article up to a mirror......73, Tuna

Whimsy

Thanks to WA9VLI for these cartoons. Also thanks to K2GT and WBSYIN for dupes. Keep your eyes peeled.

Gummi Bears

2-27 u—-:nh—u—-
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“You never sesn a ham
operator before?”



